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Run, or he's going to tell us about
again!



Course materials

tinyurl.com/hdr-january2025

¢ This page hosts all lectures and practicals for the
course.

e Book mark the page; it will updated over time.

e The page will be available until at least one week after
the last session. Download any materials you want to
keep after that.


https://tinyurl.com/hdr-january2025

Submit your questions

e Click the “Submit a question” link to send me
questions during the week. (I won't check this during
the live session).

e Each Friday, | will answer any questions received with
a short video.

Submit a question




Homework

e The sessions are spread over four weeks, allowing
time for the material to sink in before moving on.

e Some practicals will contain more exercises than we
have time for during class.

¢ |f you have time, you may want to attempt these in
your own time, before the next class.

(This is entirely optional).



Setting expectations

| KNOW_
LOTS!

| KNOw —
NOTHING




Learning new things is hard, especially when you're used
to another way of working (e.g., another package or
language, such as Stata, SPSS or Python).

| tried to learn R about five times before it stuck.

Some tips:
e Expect confusion. It's inevitable; you're not doing
anything wrong.
e Mistakes are normal, even after many years of using R.
e Allow time; things will take (much) longer at first.

¢ |t can help to use R for a specific project, before
switching completely.



R programmers after 10 years

Have to Google everything

Regularly copy/paste from StackOverflow
Make mistakes

Ask for help

Read the documentation

Spend hours debugging their code only to find they
missed a comma somewhere...




How this course will run

This is a large, online class with a mix of lectures and
practical sessions.

e During the lectures:
® Post any questions in the chat.
® |isten or type along — whichever works best for you.
e During the practicals:
® Post any questions in the chat or put a hand up.
* You're welcome to unmute yourself and share screen.
¢ | will use messages in the chat to check your progress.
® | will go through the exercises at the end.
e After the session:
e Review the material and recordings and (optionally)

have a go at the homework exercises.
® Submit questions for the Q&A.



EVERY QUESTION IS HELPFUL.

Someone else is almost certainly
wondering the same thing.



